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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES — REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

953. Hon ADELE FARINA to the Minister for Mental Health: 

I refer to the minister’s media statement of 13 October 2011 announcing $1.6 million for child and youth 
community mental health services in country Western Australia, to the minister’s answer to question without 
notice 486 on 28 June 2011 that the 2011–12 budget provides $1.6 million in growth funding for child and adult 
mental health services in country WA, and to the minister’s answer, provided yesterday, that the $1.6 million 
referred to in both instances is the same $1.6 million.  

(1) How can the same $1.6 million be allocated for both child and youth mental health services in country 
WA and child and adult mental health services in country WA? 

(2) How much of the $1.6 million is for — 

(a) growth funding for child and youth mental health services in country WA; and 

(b) growth funding for adult mental health services in country WA?  

(3) As the statements made by minister on 28 June and 13 October are mutually exclusive, will the minister 
clarify which of the statements is correct?  

(4) I refer to the minister’s use of the term “community mental health services” in her statement of 
13 October, and ask what the minister means by this term; will the services be provided by non-
government organisations as opposed to the government or the Department of Health?  

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I thank the member for putting her question on notice, because it gave me time to go back and look at my answer 
of 28 June. I am absolutely stunned by the amount of time Hon Adele Farina spends on irrelevant minutia which 
is not right. It is unbelievable! I went back and got my question of 28 June, and I made a statement — 

Several members interjected.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: I used the words “irrelevant minutia”. The member’s question was whether the 
amount of $1.6 million was the total growth funding. I answered that question by saying no; $1.6 million was the 
amount that was going to go for child and adolescent services in the country, and the total amount of growth 
funding was $6.5 million. I have no idea, looking through my answer, where the member got the idea that 
somehow or other I said that the $1.6 million was going to be spent on child and adolescent services in the south 
west. It is not there. She has made it up! It is not there. I have no idea why the member would say that, and I 
made it very clear in the announcement that I made for child and adolescent mental health services that that was 
funding directed specifically for child and adolescent mental health services. I also made that announcement in 
the knowledge that headspace was going to provide another $800 000 for child and adolescent services in the 
south west. I do not understand where the member is coming from in asking about minutiae on this little bit or 
that little bit when we have so many big issues that need to be addressed in mental health services. It is 
absolutely staggering that the member spends her time bringing up irrelevant minutiae; it is unbelievable.  

Hon Adele Farina: You are misleading this Parliament and the community, and you will be brought to account.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Again! That is what the member said last time and it led to nothing—absolutely 
nothing!  

Hon Ken Travers: You crushed it with your numbers! She was right and you just crushed her!  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Don’t be silly! It was absolutely nothing!  

Hon Ken Travers: You disrespected the house, you lot! 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thank you, Mr President. 

(1) As I answered yesterday, the funds referred to in response to question without notice 486 on 28 June 
2011 and in the media statement released on 13 October 2011 relate to the same $1.6 million. The 
response provided to question without notice 486 does not refer to child and adult mental health 
services.  

(2) (a) $1.6 million. 

(b) Nil.  

(3) Both statements are correct and refer to the same funding. They are not mutually exclusive  

(4) Services will be provided by public community mental health services.  
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